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Update on H-1B Availability:  Quota Numbers Still Available for University Grads 
 
As of May 6, 2010, U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (“USCIS”) had received approximately 7,600 
petitions toward the 20,000 “advanced degree” H-1B quota (which is reserved for applicants with a U.S. 
advanced degree); and approximately 18,000 H-1B petitions toward the “regular” H-1B quota of 65,000 
(reserved for all other applicants with a bachelors degree or higher, whether obtained in the U.S. or 
abroad).  
 
The popular H-1B visa category is available to job seekers with an offer of employment in a position that 
requires at least a university degree to perform, and where the foreign worker holds a U.S. degree or the 
foreign equivalent in a field related to the position.  To secure an H-1B number, an employer must file an 
H-1B petition with USCIS before the quota is reached.  Once the quotas are exhausted, there will be no 
more new H-1B numbers available until October 1, 2011.  It is important to note that some employers are 
exempt from the quotas, as are most workers who already hold H-1B nonimmigrant status. 
 
As universities hold spring graduations, many international students will be filing for H-1B status, so 
employers and graduating students should expect available numbers to be reduced in the coming weeks.  
If you need assistance with an H-1B filing, please contact one of the McCandlish Holton immigration 
attorneys listed below. 
 
Mark Rhoads  Helen Konrad  Andrea Rahal  Jennifer Minear 
804-775-3824  804-775-3825  804-775-3826  804-775-3822 
mrhoads@lawmh.com hkonrad@lawmh.com arahal@lawmh.com jminear@lawmh.com 
 
 
 
This Alert is a summary of important developments in business immigration law for clients and friends of McCandlish 
Holton's Immigration Practice Group. This publication does not constitute legal advice. Please consult with an attorney 
before acting on any information in this Alert. Information about the Immigration Practice Group and additional 
immigration-related information is located on our website at: www.lawmh.com/practice_areas/immigration.htm  
 
To unsubscribe, reply to this email with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line. If you wish to be added to our distribution list, 
please email jminear@lawmh.com with "Add" in the subject line. 
 
This email was sent to you by: 
Mark B. Rhoads 
Helen L. Konrad 
Andrea F. Rahal  
Jennifer A. Minear 
McCandlish Holton, P.C.  
1111 East Main Street, Suite 1500  
Richmond, VA 23219  
804.775.3822  
804.775.7295 (facsimile)  
jminear@lawmh.com 
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